THE  MELFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

In  the  Administrative  County  of  West  Suffolk. 


Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  for  1896. 

Prepared  in  accordance  with  the  Regulations  of  the  Local  Government  Board, 

and  of  the  West  Suffolk  County  Council. 

Population  1881,17367;  1891,16831.  Area  52155  acres.  Number  of  persons  per  acre  0.3. 

Geological  formation,  chalk,  covered  on  the  higher  ground  with  Boulder  Clay,  and  in  the 
valleys  with  drift  sand  and  gravel  or  brick  earth.  Superficially  with  alluvium. 

RATEABLE  VALUE  £63,492. 

Number  of  Parishes  22.  The  parish  of  Glemsford  on  the  1st  of  October  obtained  Urban 
powers,  and  became  a  separate  and  independent  district.  The  vital  statistics  in  this  report 
includes,  however,  those  of  the  Glemsford  Urban  District,  to  the  end  of  the  year. 


X.  Births.  The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  equivalent  to  a  birth  rate  of  25-8  per  1000  of  the 
population.  The  births  and  birth-rates  in  this  district  during  the  past  seven  years  were  •— 

1890.  1891.  1892.  1893.  1894.  1895.  1896. 

Births  510  474  466  493  423  476  435 

Birth-rate  29.3  29.1  27.6  29.2  25.1  28.2  25.8 

II  Deaths  The  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  registered  during  the  year  was  236  to  which  18  deaths  occurring  out¬ 
side  the  district  have  to  be  added,  making  a  total  of  25g  deaths  belonging  to  the  district,equivaleHt  to  a  death  rate  of  15-0  per 
1 000  of  the  population.  The  deaths  and  death-rates  during  the  past  seven  years  were :  — 

1890.  1891.  1892.  1893.  1894.  1895. 

Deaths  registered  254  262  305  245  256  -.89 

Deaths  belonging  to  the  District  280  '  -85  331  259  ^69  31- 

Death-rate  16-1  16-9  19.6  15.4  15.9  18.o 

Infantile  Mortality  during  1896  was  in  the  proportion  of  126  deaths  among  infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  a 
The  proportion  in  1895  was  124.0. 

The  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  caused  25  deaths,  equal  toi  1.4  per  1000  of  the  population.  The  zymotic  deaths  and 
death-rate  during  the  past  seven  years  were  : — 

Smallpox.  Scarlet  Fever.  Diphtheria.  Typhoid  Fever.  Measles.  Whooping  Cough.  Diarrhoea.  Total  Deaths.  Death-rate. 
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other  causes  in  the  district  were  211  in  number  equal  to  7^4  per  1000.  The  following  being  included, 
-i  £ - i  Erysipelas  3.  Phthisis  20.  Bronchitis,  Pleurisy,  and  Pneumonia  36.  Heart  disease  17. 
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III. 


_  P'om  all 

deaths  from  Puerperal  fever  1. 

Injuries  2.  Cancer  13. 

The  death-rate  from  Consumption  during  1896  was  1.1  per  1000  of  the  population  as  against  a  mean  of  1.2  in  the  previous 
six  years.  , 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act.  The  total  number  of  cases  notified  in  this  district  during  1896. 

-  ~  -  ’  ••  The  Act  has  been  compulsory  in  this  district  since  1st  February,  1890,  and  the 
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which  one  was  fatal.  The  outbreaks  were  in  the  following 


had 


Smallpox.  No  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 

Scarlet  Fever.  There  were  31  cases  of  this  disease  notified  of 
parishes  : — 

Chilton  7  cases  in  three  families.  Children  from  these  families  attended  school  at  Sudbury  where  cases 

occurred. 

Great  Cornard  5  cases  in  four  families. 

Little  Cornard  3  cases  in  one  family,  infected  from  Gt.  Cornard. 

Hawkedon  1  case  at  the  post  office,  introduced. 

Long  Melford  1  case. 

Somerton  1  case,  a  servant  came  home  with  the  diease. 

Gt.  Waldingfield  5  cases  in  three  families. 

In  usual  precautions^ere  taken.  Notices  were  served  at  each  intectedhous^ 

oil  and  disinfectants.  The  children  were  prevented  attending  school  and  the  houses  were  afterwards  disinfected  by  the 
inspector. 


Diphtheria.  3  cases  were  notified,  two  in  Cavendish,  one  of  them  cams  from  London.  The  other  a  child  of  3  years  of 
age  proved  fatal.  The  water  on  the  premises  was  found  to  be  impure,  and  on  opening  the  well  dead  rats  were  found  floating  in 
the  water.  The  3rd  case  Was  at  Glemsford. 

'Typhoid  or  Enteric  Fever — Of  this  disease  there  whre  6  cases.  Two  in  Bures  in  June  and  September.  Sanitary 
defects  were  found  in  both  premises.  One  in  Cavendish,  supposed  to  have  originated  from  eating  oysters.  One  in  Glemsford 
a  child,  was  fatal.  One  in  Hawkedon,  from  drinking  impure  stream  water.  One  irt  Somerton.  In  each  case  the  usual  pre¬ 
cautions  were  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Erysipelas.— 28  cases  were  notified  in  ten  of  the  parishes  ;  three  cases  proved  fatal  ;  two  of  these  were  in  aged  persons, 
and  one  in  a  child  of  8  years. 

Measles. — This  disease  was  very  prevalent  in  some  parishes  during  the  early  part  of  the  year.  In  Acton  it  was  hecessary 
to  close  the  schools  from  the  14th  February  to  the  3rd  of  A.pril.  In  Long  Melford,  measles  proved  fatal  in  5  cases,  and  the 
school  had  to  be  closed  for  3  weeks,  from  the  20th  of  April,  owing  to  the  large  number  of  children  affected.  In  the  summer, 
measles  was  very  prevalent  in  Gt.  Cornard,  so  that  the  school  was  obliged  to  be  closed  a  week  before  the  holidays  commenced. 

Whooping  Cough _ Many  cases  of  this  disease  occurred  during  the  winter  months — particularly  in  the  parishes  of  Glems¬ 

ford,  Melford,  and  Newton.  In  the  latter  parish  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  school  for  a  fortnight,  from  the  17th  January  ;  so 
many  children  were  ill.  There  were  13  fatal  cases  of  Whooping  Cough. 

Influenza _ This  disease  was  not  epidemic  as  in  previous  years,  though  many  sporadic  cases  occurred. 

IV.  Water  Suppey. — A  new  well  was  sunk  in  the  parish  of  Melford  for  the  supply  of  new  houses  in  St,  Catharine  Street.  Also 
one  in  the  parish  of  Gt.  Cornard,  for  the  supply  of  new  houses  in  Kings’  Head  Lane. 

Owing  to  the  well  supplying  the  Almshouses  at  Nayland,  being  found  to  be  contaminated  with  liquids  derived  from  the 
Gas  Works  close  by.  The  well  was  closed  and  a  new  one  in  a  safer  situation  was  sunk. 

In  Melford  three  wells  in  which  the  water  was  complained  of,  were  remedied  by  being  cleaned  out. 

In  Cavendish  where  a  case  of  Typhoid  Fever  had  occurred  the  water  was  found  on  analysis  to  be  contaminated  with  se  wage* 
on  examination  a  drain  was  found  to  leak  into  the  well.  This  drain  was  diverted  and  the  well  cleaned  out.  Afterwards  the 
water  was  found  on  analysing  it  to  be  quite  good.  In  the  same  parish  a  case  of  diphtheria  drew  attention  to  the  water,  which  was 
found  on  analysis  to  be  impure.  The  well  was  ordered  to  be  cleaned  out, and  several  dead  rats  were  discovered  floating  iu  the  water,- 
the  water  was  afterwards  found  to  be  good. 

In  Hartest  the  public  pump  got  out  of  repair  and  complaints  were  made  of  the  want  of  water.  The  attention  of  the  Parish 
Council  was  called  to  the  matter  and  the  defect  was  repaired. 

Twelve  samples  of  well  water  were  analysed  during  the  year, 

The  deficiency  of  the  water  supply  for  14  houses  in  the  parish  of  Stanstead, formerly  reported,  is  now  about  to  be  remedied 
by  the  owners. 

V.  Sewerage. — In  the  parish  of  Melford  the  drainage  of  ten  cottages  at  Rodbridge  caused  a  nuisance  on  the  roadside,  a  new 
sewer  was  constructed,  which  remedied  this  nuisance. 

In  Gt.  Cornard  a  sewer  which  discharged  into  a  ditch,  close  to  the  roadside,  and  caused  at  times  a  nuisance,  was  remedied  by 
prolonging  the  sewer  about  50  yards, 

In  Glemsford  the  sewage  from  cottages  and  a  factory  passed  into  an  open  ditch,  and  was  often  offensive,  A  sewer  was  con¬ 
structed  in  place  thereof  and  the  uuisanoe  was  remedied,. 

Defective  portions  of  two  sewers  in  Melford  were  remedied,  and  also  one  in  Bures. 

F our  ditches  receiving  sewage  from  Melford  were  cleaned  out. 

A  portion  of  the  old  river  at  Cavendish  which  receives  sewage  had  become  very  offensive,  owing  to  the  stagnant  state  of  the 
water  and  growth  of  weeds  ;  this  was  cleaned  out  and  remedied. 

In  Nayland  portion  of  the  town  sewage  flows  into  the  stream  which  forms  the  tail  of  water  from  the  mill,  as  the  mill  had 
stopped  working  no  water  passed  into  this,  hence  a  nuisance  arose.  On  representation  being  made  to  the  mill  owners,  they 
allowed  the  head  of  water  to  flow  through  the  mill  for  some  hours  daily  ;  this  flushing  has  abated  the  nuisance. 

VI.  Houses  and  Cottages. — Representations  have  been  made  that  IS  houses  were  unfit  for  human  habitation.  Of  these  5 
were  in  Melford,  8  in  Acton,  and  5  in  Lawshall.  Notices  have  been  served  On  the  owners  to  repair  the  houses.  The  result  at  pre- 
stent  is  that  8  have  been  repaired  and  2  pulled  down. 

There  were  only  6  new  houses  erected  in  this  district  during  the  year  ;  these  were  inspected. 

Overcrowding  was  reported  in  10  cases,  Of  these  5  were  abated  by  the  removal  of  grown-up  members  of  the  families  to 
other  places. 

VII.  Factories  and  Trades. — No  offences  have  arisen  in  connection  with  any  of  the  Mat  and  Horse  Hair  Factories  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Complaint  was  made  of  an  offensive  boiling  shed  at  Lawshall.  On  visiting  it  I  considered  it  to  be  too  near  the  public  road 
and  some  houses.  The  owner  therefore  removed  it  to  a  greater  distance. 

The  slaughter  houses  numbering  23,  and  the  bake  offices  numbering  38,  have  been  inspected  and  defects  observed  were 
remedied. 

VIII.  Sanitary  Inspection. — Systematic  as  well  as  special  inspections  have  been  made  throughout  the  district  during  the  year, 
The  particulars  are  as  given  on  annexed  form. 

Two  special  reports  were  made  relating  to  the  closing  of  the  schools  at  Melford  and  Acton, 

IX.  The  Tabular  Statements,  according  to  the  forms  supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  cff  sickness  and  mortality1 
within  the  district  are  appended  to  this  report.  Also  a  Tabular  Statement  according  to  a  form  required  by  the  West  fcuffolb 
County  Council, 

J.  SINCLAIR  HOLDEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S  ANNUAL  REPORT  FOR  1896. 
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ERNEST  POOLE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  and  Surveyor. 


Sanitary  Statistics  of  the  Melford  Rural  District  for  the  year  1896,  ( according  to  form  supplied  by  the  West  Suffolk  County  “Council.  ) 
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